Winter 2017

NEW CTSI CONNECT CENTRE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!
CTSI and CAB staff and Board members
were joined by Cabinet Secretary, Keith
Brown, local Councillors, council staff and
third sector leaders to share in the excitement of the opening of the new CTSI Connect Centre, formerly the Glebe Hall on
Burgh Mews, in Alloa's town centre.
The Centre, which opened in December,
will provide drop-in facilities for volunteering, community action groups, community health support as well as a wide

NEW BOARD FOR CTSI
CTSI sadly bid farewell to its longest
serving board member, Evelyn Paterson at its AGM at the end of October.
Evelyn, who had been latterly Chair of
the charity had been a huge supporter of the TSI’s work from its
formation in 2011. CTSI staff and
legal support, to volunteering, training board members wish to pass on their
and health information all under the same thanks for her incredible hard work
roof. Each organisation has its own recep- throughout her six years.

tion with relevant information, and at the
CTSI reception, people will be able to access information on volunteering and
funding directly themselves."
In addition, there is a large training room
(above) that can be used by third sector
groups free of charge and for a reasonable
CTSI Connect Centre just off Mar Street, Alloa
rates to other organisations. There is also
range of welfare and budgeting advice another two meeting rooms and for the
from CAB staff. Anthea Coulter, Business first time, an Activity Room.
Manager, outlined the benefits of the new
Anthea explains the benefits of this new
Centre,
flexible space, "We want the Activity
"It is great to be right in the centre of Room to support new or existing selftown and working next to CAB. Now peo- reliant groups - to provide a central place
ple can access a whole array that people who want to do an activity
of information in the same place from together or share in an interest can gathwelfare, universal credit, housing and er. This could be scrabble players or
crafters, book groups or historians - we
will be encouraging new groups to get together and run themselves. We will also
be offering taster activities for people
through 2018 to encourage people to get
out and active in their communities."

New reception area at the CTSI Connect Centre

The new Board are:
Nick Morris (Wee County Men’s
Shed) - Chair
Paul Mooney (ASC) IJB Third Sector
Rep
Mandi Turner (Scottish Autism) Secretary
Val Rose (The Gate & Community
House) - Alliance Board Third Sector
Rep

The CTSI Connect Centre will be open for
business in the new year from Monday Graham Reece (Age Scotland, CCTS &
8th January and bookings for room space Forth Valley Men’s Shed)
can be made via Lesley Jack, Office
Manager on 01259 213840 or by email at
admin@ ctsi.org.uk.

LOCAL COMMUNITY FUND GOES
FROM STRENGTH TO STENGTH
CTSI launched its Local Community
Fund after the successful Great Tapestry of Scotland exhibition in the
summer 2017— and donated almost
£4000 to local groups and charities in
November. Anthea Coulter outlined
the aims of the fund, “ We want this
local community fund to help a wide
range of groups and to cover the
everyday items and costs that can be
difficult to get funding for. ” Fifteen
groups received funding in the first
round with decisions being made by
a panel of local community representatives.
The fund will be re-opening in January again, after the successful CTSI
Christmas Concert, supported by
Craig Miller, Sauchie Community
Group Manager and the Super Sandy
Toy Hub held in December. Together
the events raised a further £5000

Large crowds supported the CTSI Concert

Coming soon!
Look out for information, activities and
much more coming soon for Year of Young
People 2018. Information will be via facebook pages: ClacksYouthVoice,
ActiveClacks, CTSI and at pages and via
#YofYPClacks.

Doogie - Buy the Good Stuff
launched in Clacks
CTSI and Edinburgh Social Enterprise Network have joined forces to bring
their popular Edinburgh mascot to Clacks to
help raise the profile of social enterprises
throughout the area and the capital city.
After a successful opening event at The Hub
in the October school holidays, plans are
now underway in 2018 to roll out the logo
and signage to raise awareness of Doogie
and buying local and social. Jennifer Robertson, Enterprise Development Officer across
Forth Valley explains the thinking,

Anne, Marion and Josie were among 25
volunteers who helped with the Super
Sandy Toy Hub in December. Our
thanks to them all, and those who generously donated gifts which were
passed on to hundreds of children in
Clacks

which we hope to be giving out
through the Local Community
Fund in the spring, with a focus
particularly on community
groups and services supporting
children and families. For more
information on the fund, please
go to www.ctsi.org.uk or contact Julie McGrath, Organisational Development Officer.

"In Clacks there are a lot of existing and developing social enterprises selling products
that we want to help promote. If Doogie is
clearly displayed on our marketing materials, then it is much easier for people to know
that they are buying from a social enterprise
and the money raised will be going to a good
cause.”
Social Enterprise will be top of the CTSI's
agenda in 2018 with the launch of a young
entrepreneur competition, training and enterprise service, free hot-desking space, development of a Forth Valley Social Enterprise
Network, promotion of social corporate responsibility and a Buy local, Buy Social promotional month.
For more information on social enterprise
and funding and training provide, please
call Jennifer Robertson on 01259 213840.
Save the Date: Clacks Business Week Event
Wednesday 7th February 3pm @ Makers

